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WHAT AN EXPERIENCE -- First-year students who have not chosen majors do not 
have department heads to talk with and get advice. That's one reason UD 
has begun requiring these students in the College of Arts and Sciences 
(A&S) to take part in the "First-Year Experience Program." The program 
includes a one-credit seminar, "Introduction to the University Experience." 
Subjects such as study skills, critical thinking and multicultural 
awareness are covered, and seminar instructors also act as academic 
advisers. Nearly half of A&S students entered UD undeclared this fall. 
Contact Barbara De Luca, program director and assistant professor of human 
ecology, at (513) 229-2156. 
CULTURE, NOT POLITICS -- Many ethnic groups have received the attention of 
playrights, but not Arab-Americans, says F. Wahby Shereen, a native of 
Egypt and assistant professor of English at the University of Dayton. So 
she has written "The Country Within," a play about "the celebration of 
differences. It shows how immigrants to this country deal with two 
cultures and how they bridge gaps of all kinds, such as cultural and 
generational." The play uses many short scenes--a form that may seem 
unconventional to most theater-goers in the West--and the cast consists 
entirely of Arab-Americans "who are not theater professionals," says 
Shereen. "The Country Within" will be performed at 7 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 17, 
at the College of Mount st. Joseph Theater in Cincinnati. 
Contact Faiza Shereen at (513) 229-3422. 
NOT JUST A TECHNICALITY -- Information systems supervisors are loaded with 
technical skills but often lack formal training in managing people. That's 
why two University of Dayton professors created a 13-week guided self-
development program to train these managers. · The program "yields 
measurably positive results for supervisors whose skill at supervising is 
not already at a high level," according to a study of the program conducted 
by its developers--Thomas Ferratt and Ritu Agarwal. They earned a "best 
research proposal" award last year from the Academy of Management for an 
earlier study of their program. The program can be adapted to train 
inexperienced managers in any field, they say. 
Contact Thomas Ferratt, professor of 
decision sciences, at (513) 229-2728 
at (513) 229-2249. 
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